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13 Reasons Why by Jay Asher -High school student 
Clay Jensen receives a 
box in the mail containing 
seven cassette tapes 
recorded by his crush, 
Hannah Baker, who 
committed suicide, and 
spends a bewildering and 
heartbreaking night 
crisscrossing their town, 
listening to Hannah's 
voice recounting the 
events leading up to her 
death. 
 

 
Don’t Look Behind You by Lois Duncan 

-Seventeen-year-old 
April finds her 
comfortable life changed 
forever when death 
threats to her father, a 
witness in a federal case, 
force her family to go into 
hiding under assumed 
names and flee the 
pursuit of a hired killer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Face on the Milk Carton by Caroline B. 

Cooney -A photograph of a 
missing girl on a milk carton 
leads Janie on a search for 
her real identity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Famous Last Words by Katie Alender 
-High-schooler Willa has 
just moved to California 
with her mother and film 
director stepfather, and 
she will be attending a 
private school--but her real 
problem is that she keeps 
seeing things that are not 
really there, like a dead 
body in the swimming 
pool, and her visions may 
be connected to a serial 
killer that is stalking young 
girls in Hollywood. 

 
 
 
The Fixer by Jennifer Lynn Barnes -When her 

grandfather develops 
dementia, sixteen-year-old 
Tess, who has been 
keeping his Montana 
ranch going, is whisked 
away to Washington, D.C., 
by a sister she barely 
knows and thrown into a 
world of politics, power, 
wealth, love triangles, and 
family secrets. 
 
 
 

 
Jackaby by William Ritter -Newly arrived in 1892 

New England, Abigail 
Rook becomes assistant 
to R. F. Jackaby, an 
investigator of the 
unexplained with the 
ability to see supernatural 
beings, and she helps him 
delve into a case of serial 
murder which, Jackaby is 
convinced, is due to a 
nonhuman creature. 
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Last Shot by John Feinstein After winning a 
basketball reporting 
contest, eighth graders 
Stevie and Susan Carol 
are sent to cover the Final 
Four tournament, where 
they discover that a 
talented player is being 
blackmailed into throwing 
the final game. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by 

Ransom Riggs 
-Sixteen-year-old Jacob, 
having traveled to a remote 
island after a family 
tragedy, discovers an 
abandoned orphanage, 
and, after some 
investigating, he learns the 
children who lived there 
may have been dangerous 
and quarantined and may 
also still be alive. 
 
 

 
 
 
One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus -"When the 

creator of a high school 
gossip app mysteriously 
dies in front of four 
high-profile students all 
four become suspects. It's 
up to them to solve the 
case" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Runner by Carl Deuker Living with his alcoholic 

father on a broken-down 
sailboat on Puget Sound 
has been hard on 
seventeen-year-old 
Chance Taylor, but when 
his love of running leads to 
a high-paying job, he 
quickly learns that the 
money is not worth the 
risk. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz -After the 

death of the uncle who 
had been his guardian, 
fourteen-year-old Alex 
Rider is coerced to 
continue his uncle's 
dangerous work for 
Britain's intelligence 
agency, MI6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage -Washed 

ashore as a baby in tiny 
Tupelo Landing, North 
Carolina, Mo LoBeau, now 
eleven, and her best 
friend Dale turn detective 
when the amnesiac 
Colonel, owner of a café 
and co-parent of Mo with 
his cook, Miss Lana, 
seems implicated in a 
murder. 
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 The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin -The 

mysterious death of an 
eccentric millionaire 
brings together an 
unlikely assortment of 
heirs who must uncover 
the circumstances of his 
death before they can 
claim their inheritance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan 

Bradley -Eleven-year-old 
Flavia de Luce, an aspiring 
chemist with a passion for 
poison, is more delighted 
than scared when a dead 
bird is found on the 
doorstep of her family's 
decaying mansion with a 
postage stamp pinned to 
its beak, and a short time 
later she comes across a 
man in the cucumber 
patch just as he is taking 
his dying breath. 

 
 
 
The Cheerleaders by Kara Thomas -As a town 

prepares for the anniversary 
of the deaths of five 
cheerleaders who were 
killed in three separate, 
horrific accidents, two teens 
uncover long-buried truths 
about what really happened 
years ago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What We Buried by Kate Boorman -Told in 

separate voices, Jory, 
whose face is partly 
paralyzed, and his sister 
Liv, a former reality 
television performer and 
child beauty pageant 
contestant, join forces to 
search for their missing 
parents. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Truly Devious by Maureen Johnson -New at 

Ellingham Academy, 
Stevie Bell tries to both 
solve a murder at campus 
and the cold case of a 
double kidnapping. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Agony House by Cherie Priest 
-Seventeen-year-old 
Denise Farber, her mom, 
and her stepfather are 
moving back to New 
Orleans, into the Argonne 
house, which is over 100 
years old, and really 
showing its age, but which 
her mother plans to turn 
into a 
bed-and-breakfast--but old 
houses have histories, 
and sometimes ghosts, 
and a mysterious old 

comic book that Denise finds in the attic may hold the 
answer to a crime and the terrifying things that keep 
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happening in what she thinks of as the "Agony" 
house. 
I Am Still Alive by Kate Marshall -Jess hadn't seen 

her survivalist, off-the-grid 
dad in over a decade. But 
after a car crash killed her 
mother and left her injured, 
she was forced to move to 
his cabin in the remote 
Canadian wilderness. Just 
as Jess was beginning to 
get to know him, a secret 
from his past paid them a 
visit, leaving her father dead 
and Jess stranded. With 
only her father's dog for 
company, Jess must forage 

and hunt for food, build shelter, and keep herself 
warm. Some days it feels like the wild is out to destroy 
her, but she's stronger than she ever imagined. Jess 
will survive. She has to. She knows who killed her 
father . . . and she wants revenge. 
 
The Extra Girl by Nicole Taylor -Mona McKee is a 

frustrated bit-player in 
1940s Hollywood. 
Currently a former child 
actress struggling to find 
success, now it seems 
that Mona has fallen 
pregnant--despite being a 
virgin. When a collection 
of her personal effects 
falls into blogger Bryce 
Polk's hand, he finds 
himself an unlikely 
investigator, putting 
together the pieces of a 

deadly mystery from the past. 
 
 
The Shrunken Head by Lauren Oliver -Orphans 

Philippa, Sam, Thomas, and 
Max must find out who stole a 
valuable artifact in order to 
save to save their home, 
Dumfrey's Dime Museum of 
Freaks, Oddities, and 
Wonders 
 

 
Trouble is a Friend of Mine by Stephanie Tromly 

-After her parents' divorce, 
Zoe Webster moves from 
Brooklyn to upstate New 
York where she meets the 
weirdly compelling misfit, 
Philip Digby, and soon 
finds herself in a series of 
hilarious and dangerous 
situations as he pulls her 
into his investigation into 
the kidnapping of a local 
teenage girl which may be 
related to the 
disappearance of his kid 

sister eight years ago. 
 
Strike Three You’re Dead by Josh Berk -Lenny 

Norbeck and his friends 
The Mikes set out to 
investigate the 
suspicious death of a 
young pitcher at a 
Phillies game. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sadie by Courtney Summers -Sadie hasn't had an 

easy life. Growing up on 
her own, she's been raising 
her sister Mattie in an 
isolated small town, trying 
her best to provide a 
normal life and keep their 
heads above water. But 
when Mattie is found dead, 
Sadie's entire world 
crumbles. After a 
somewhat botched police 
investigation, Sadie is 
determined to bring her 
sister's killer to justice and 

hits the road following a few meager clues to find him. 
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When West McCray--a radio personality working on a 
segment about small, forgotten towns in 
America--overhears Sadie's story at a local gas 
station, he becomes obsessed with finding the 
missing girl. He starts his own podcast as he tracks 
Sadie's journey, trying to figure out what happened, 
hoping to find her before it's too late. 
 
You Will Be Mine by Natashe Preston -Lylah's five 

best friends and 
roommates at a university 
begin receiving 
threatening letters on 
Valentine's Day before 
being murdered, one by 
one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Greenglass House by Kate Milford -At Greenglass 

House, a smuggler's inn, 
twelve-year-old Milo, the 
innkeepers' adopted son, 
plans to spend his winter 
holidays relaxing, but 
soon guests are arriving 
with strange stories about 
the house that send Milo 
and Meddy, the cook's 
daughter, on an 
adventure. 
 
 
 

Kid Lawyer by John Grisham -Thirteen-year-old 
Theodore Boone, who 
knows every judge, police 
officer, and court clerk in 
the small town of 
Strattenburg, finds himself 
involved in a murder trial 
because of knowledge he 
might have about a 
cold-blooded killer. 
 

 
The Seance by Joan Lowery Nixon -Lauren's 

misgivings about 
participating in a seance 
turn to real fear when 
two of the girls who 
participated in the event 
are murdered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown -Investigating the 
murder of a Louvre 
curator, Harvard 
symbologist Robert 
Langdon and French 
cryptologist Sophie 
Neveu find clues painted 
into a Da Vinci work, 
inadvertently uncovering 
a plot involving the Holy 
Grail and the secret 
society known as the 
Priory of Sion. 
 
 

 
 
1st to Die by James Patterson -Four 

friends--homicide 
inspector Lindsay Boxer, 
medical examiner Claire 
Washburn, assistant 
district attorney Jill 
Bernhardt, and crime 
reporter Cindy 
Thomas--team up to track 
down a killer who has 
been stalking newlyweds 
in San Francisco, but their 
investigation goes terribly 
wrong. 
 

 
 

All annotations come from our school library catalog or Amazon. These books are recommended by Mrs. Dean. You can check 
Amazon or Common Sense Media to see professional (editorial) reviews.  



6 

 

All annotations come from our school library catalog or Amazon. These books are recommended by Mrs. Dean. You can check 
Amazon or Common Sense Media to see professional (editorial) reviews.  


